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      Weather Policy   

 

Please listen to local newscasts for announcements. 
 

 When the Hamilton County School System is closed our 
Head Start Centers are also closed.    

                                
 When Hamilton County School System times are delayed; 

Head Start times will also be delayed. 

                                                                                
 Head Start Collaboration sites (not Early Head Start) will 

follow Hamilton Schools regarding closures and/or delays. 
 Early Head Start families at Collaboration sites should 

listen to local news reports for school closures at their 
sites. 

 

 

 
  

  

Chattanooga Head Start /Early Head Start Expulsion 
Statement 

 
The Head Start/Early Head Start Program will not expel 
or unenroll a child because of a child’s behavior in 
Head Start/Early Head Start. 
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School Readiness 

 
Success in school begins well before a child enters kindergarten.  
Tennessee’s School Readiness Model emphasizes that the state’s 
children will be ready to succeed in school only when families, 
communities and schools work together on their behalf throughout the 
early childhood years.  “Readiness” is not solely a condition within a 
child but is a condition that exists when communities, schools and 
families collectively create a nurturing environment for child 
development starting at birth. 
 

The Pledge for Families 
 

 I understand that I am the most important person in my child’s 
life, I pledge to support my child’s wellbeing by interacting with 
them positively and frequently, taking a strong interest in all 
aspects of their welfare, development and learning. 
 

 Recognizing that I am my child’s first and most important teacher, 
I pledge to provide steady and supportive relationships, ensure 
safe and consistent environments, promote good health, and 
foster self-esteem, confidence, determination and self-control.   
 

 I pledge to do my best to be an example for my child through my 
presence and attention in all aspects of his or her health, 
development and education.   
 

 I will talk with my child, read with my child and participate with 
my child to explore a variety of activities every day. 
 
 

 I pledge to lead my child to success in school and in life. 
Chattanooga Head Start/Early School Readiness Goals 
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Social and Emotional Development Goals: 
 

1. Children will gain a positive sense of self and independence in order to explore in 
the environment, make decisions, gain skills and interact cooperatively with peers, 
teachers and other adults in the classroom. 
 

2. Children will demonstrate the abilities to self-regulate and express their own 
behaviors and needs in ways that are appropriate in a classroom or community 
setting. 

 
Approaches to Learning Goal: 
 

1. Children will improve and enhance in their ability to focus, engage, show and 
express interest in activities that address their unique interests, current abilities and 
emerging skills in the domains of learning. 

 
Language and Literacy Goals: 

 
1. Children will demonstrate gains in their receptive language by listening and 

responding to activities that range from simple to complex. 
 

2. Children who are dual language learners will demonstrate gains in their receptive 
language skills by listening and responding to activities that range from simple to 
complex as their home language and culture is supported within the classroom.  

 
3. Children will demonstrate gains in their expressive language skills as they interact 

with peers and adults throughout the environment in all domains of learning. 
 

4. Children will demonstrate the recognition of letters and their sounds. 
 

5. Children will recognize letters in print and demonstrate an understanding that 
letters form words that convey meaning.  
 

6. Children will demonstrate levels of their emerging writing skills thru their work 
sample. 

 
Perceptual, Motor, and Physical Development Goals: 

 
1. Children will gain knowledge of the significance of health and safety practices as 

they practice them daily in the classroom.  
2. Children will gain large muscle control as they are engaged in activities such as 

large muscle movement, navigation and balance  
3. Children will gain small muscle control as they are engaged in activities such as 

self-care building and exploring 
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Cognition Goals: 
 

1. Children will demonstrate their ability to think, reason and use information to 
acquire knowledge and solve problems.  
 

2. Children will demonstrate gains in the following areas of mathematics knowledge 
and skills.  
 

 Number concepts and quantities 

 Number relationships and operations 

 Geometry and Spatial Sense 

 Patterns  

 Measurement and Comparison 
 

3. Children will demonstrate gains in the following areas of science knowledge and 
skills.  

 

 Scientific skills and methods 

 Conceptual knowledge of the natural and physical world 
 

4. Children’s creative arts expression will be supported and enhanced in the 
classroom thru teacher and child-directed activities and materials in music, creative 
music, dance, art and drama. 
 

5. Children’s social studies knowledge and skills will be supported and enhanced in 
the following areas: 
 

 Self, family, and community 

 People and the environment 

 History and Events 
 
 

*The Chattanooga Head Start/Early Head Start Program School Readiness 

Goals are specific to each child’s level assessment data. 
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 DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH AND FAMILY DEVELOPMENT 
CHATTANOOGA HEAD START/EARLY HEAD START PROGRAM 

 
 
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS OF EARLY HEAD START CHILDREN  
Center:                                      Phone #:                
 
Caregiver:         
                                                    
Child:              
                                                  
Welcome to the Early Head Start Program! Early Head Start is a comprehensive, federally funded 
program serving pregnant women and children birth to three from low-income families.  We are very 
happy that your family has enrolled in our program. Together we can make this an enjoyable learning 
experience for both you and your child or as you get ready to become a mom. Below is a list of some 
helpful information that you will need to make this transition a pleasant one for you and your child. 
 

 Your child’s first day will be ____________.   
 

  Breakfast, lunch and snacks are provided free of charge to all Early Head Start children.  Your 
child will be fed on demand until he/she demonstrates a readiness for a scheduled meal.  
Parents who eat in the classroom with their child must eat what is served and at the table with 
the children.  Food cannot be brought into the room except for approved nutrition experiences 
or activities. 

 

 A transition form will be filled out to get information from you on all of your child’s routines. 
 

 Children cannot attend if they are ill.  If your child will not be coming to school, please phone the 
center to let the teacher know. A list will be provided to you about illnesses and rules on 
exclusion for each in this handbook. 

 

 Dress your child in washable play clothes.  Children are involved in fun and messy activities 
each day and play outside when weather permits.  Children unable to go outside for health 
reasons should remain at home.  Toys must not be brought to school, due to children losing 
them and safety issues.  Please leave all toys at home. 

 

 The Brigance screening will be administered to your child. This will let us know if your child may 
need extra services.  The Cognitive Toy Box will be used as the on-going observation and 
assessment tool during your child's time in Early Head Start.  Results will be discussed with 
parents during initial conference. 

 

 Parent activities: 
 - Monthly Training 
 - Home Visits 
 - Parent - Teacher Conferences 
 - Monthly Take Home Activities 
 - Provide input on daily lesson plans 
 - Sharing Family Cultures 
         
Program Year 2021-2022 

Please listen to local newscasts for announcements. 
 

 ☼ When the Hamilton County School System is closed our centers are also closed.    
  ☼ When Hamilton County School System times are delayed; Head Start/Early Head Start will also be delayed. 

☼ Head Start Collaboration sites (not Early Head Start Collaboration sites) will follow Hamilton Schools 
regarding closures and/or delays. 
☼ Early Head Start Collaboration sites families should listen to local news reports for school closures at their 
sites. 

 
EHS #02                                                                                    P.S. 1302.50 (b) 
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Creative Curriculum for Infants and Toddlers 

 
Philosophy 

Children construct their understanding of 
the world from their own active 
involvement with people, materials and 
ideas and they gain knowledge by actively 
experiencing the world around them 
choosing, exploring manipulating, 
practicing, transforming and 
experimenting. 

 
The framework that meet the needs of 
infants and toddlers. 
 
 Knowing Infants, Toddlers & Two’s 

 Creating a Responsive Environments. 

 Consistent, responsive routines. 

 Activities that provide learning 

experiences in all areas of development. 

 Caregivers that provide consistency in 

guiding behavior. 

 

 
 Caregivers that understand and follow 

safety procedures. 

 Caregivers that provide a healthy 

environment that includes good nutrition. 

 Caregivers that plan individualized 

activities and experiences that meet the 

needs of each child. 

 Partnering With Families  

 Planning and evaluating for each child’s 

development. 

 

 
 

Ongoing Assessment System 
 

Screening 
Assessment 

Goals Planning Evaluation Tracking 

 Brigance 

 Cognitive 

Toy Box 

 

 Cognitive 
Toy Box 

 
 
 

 Lesson Plans 
 
 Cognitive Toy 

Box 
 
 Parent 

Conferences 

 Cognitive 
Toy Box 
 

 Lesson Plans 

 Anecdotal Notes 

 Work Samplings 

 Photographs 

 Cognitive Toy 

Box 
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In Our Care 

Children under 12 months who are asleep will be: 

 Placed on their back in their individual crib  

 Left uncovered and will have no toys or stuffed 

animals in the crib 

 Checked every 15 minutes by a light touch to body 

 Will be removed from their crib upon awakening 
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CHATTANOOGA DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH AND FAMILY DEVELOPMENT 

HEAD START/EARLY HEAD START PROGRAM 
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS OF HEAD START CHILDREN 

Center  
 

Center 
Telephone 
Number 

 

Teacher  
 
 

Child  

 

Welcome to Head Start!  We are very happy that your family has enrolled in our program. 
Together, we can make this a year of enjoyable, worthwhile experiences for both you and 
your child.  Head Start is a comprehensive, federally funded child development program 
serving 3 and 4-year-old children from low-income families. 
 

Below, we have listed information which should help answer some of your questions and 
make your child's adjustment to Head Start pleasant and rewarding.  Please keep this sheet 
for reference during the year. 
 

1. ________________s first day will be            .  This week is called phase-in and only 
a small number of children will be in class that day.  Parents and children come to 
the center together in order to help the children adjust.  
 

2. After this day your child will not come again until                           . 
 

3. Your help as a volunteer is needed.  Please come to phase-in, and let your child's 
teacher know what days you can volunteer at the center. 

 

4. Head Start hours for children are from ____ a.m. until ____ p.m. Arrival before 
_____ or departure after ____ may cause a hardship on staff who have other 
responsibilities at these times.   

 

5. Breakfast and lunch are provided free of charge to Head Start children and parents 
who want to eat with their child.  You must eat what is served in the classroom while 
sitting at the table with the children.  Please do not send or bring other food or 
snacks.  Regardless of what time your child arrives at the center, he or she will be 
served lunch. 
If you plan to eat with your child, please call or talk to the center clerk before 9:00. 
 

6. Health/Safety Information 

 If your child is to ride home with someone other than his usual ride, please ensure 
that the person is listed on the authorization slip. A picture ID is required and will be 
asked for. 
 

 Please call the center to let us know if your child is unable to attend for any reason. 
 

 Please do not send your child to the center if he or she is ill or has a temperature of 

100 or more.   
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 If your child becomes ill at the center, you will be contacted so that arrangements 
can be made to have your child picked up.   

 Please maintain a current emergency contact list.  If changes occur please meet 
with your teacher or family services worker to complete a Request for Change or 
Change of Release Form. 

 Please bring a change of clothing for your child and replace them as the 
temperatures change. 

 Please do not bring backpacks for your children. 
 

7. Helpful Request 

 When you are talking with your child, please say the teacher's name 
instead of referring to her/him as "the teacher".  This helps the children 
learn names quickly and feel more comfortable in the group. 

 

8. During phase-in, the following screenings will be completed on your child:   

 Brigance 

 Preschool Language Screen 5th Edition 
 

9. Parent Education Activities: 

 Monthly parent training 

 Home Visits 

 Parent teacher conferences 

 Home connections and parent engagement activities 

 Curriculum planning 

 Volunteering in the classroom 

 Sharing family culture 
 

10. When you bring your child to school, please park and walk your child into the 
classroom. You must sign your child in each time you drop off or pick up your child. 

 

11. Chattanooga Head Start/Early Head Start follows the Hamilton County School 
System policy for inclement weather.  

                           Please listen to local newscasts for announcements. 

 When the Hamilton County School System is closed our centers are also closed.    

 When Hamilton County School System times are delayed; Head Start will also be 
delayed. 

 Head Start Collaboration sites (not Early Head Start) will follow Hamilton Schools 
regarding closures and/or delays.  

 Early Head Start families at Collaboration sites should listen to local news reports 
for school closures at their sites. 
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Head Start and Pre-K Curriculum and Ongoing Assessment Information 

 
Creative Curriculum System for Preschool 

 
 

The most important goals for our preschool curriculum are for children to get 
along with others and become enthusiastic learners.  We want children to 
become independent, self-confident, curious learners who can work well with 
others.  We’re teaching them how to learn, not just in preschool, but all 
through their lives. We do this by creating purposeful and productive play 
experiences that help children grow in all areas. 

 
 
The goals of our curriculum address four areas of 
development for children. 
 
Social/Emotional: to help children develop independence, self-confidence, 
and self-control; follow rules and routines; make friends; and learn what it 
means to be part of a group. 
Physical: to increase children’s large muscle skills—balancing, running, 
jumping, throwing and catching---and to use the small muscles in their hands 
to do small tasks like buttoning, stringing beads, cutting  
Cognitive: to acquire thinking skills such as the abilities to solve problems, to 
ask questions, and to think logically---sorting, classifying, comparing, 
counting, and making patterns---and to use materials and their imagination to 
show what they have learned. 
Language: to use words to communicate with others, listen to and participate 
in conversations with others, understand the purpose of print, recognize 
letters and words, and begin writing for a purpose. 
 
 
Through the activities we plan and the way we organize the classroom, 
select toys and materials, plan the daily schedule, and talk with 
children, we seek to accomplish the goals of our curriculum and give 
you’re a successful start in school. 
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Individualization 
 

Implemented in all Head Start and Pre-K Classrooms 
The information below shows the system we use to plan individual goals for children and 
to track their progress in achieving these goals.  Goals are identified from the screenings 
and assessment instrument as well as goals that are requested by parents. 
 

Screening Assessment Goals Planning Evaluation Tracking 
 

Brigance 
 

Preschool Language Screen  5th 
Edition 
          (Speech and 
          Language Screen) 
 

Cognitive Toy Box 
 

Review of screenings with Parents 
 

Fall, Winter and 
Spring 
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences  
 
Transition into 
Program 

Lesson Plans Cognitive Toy 
Box 
 

Lesson Plans  
 
Anecdotal Notes 
 
Work Samples 
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 Personal Safety Curriculum 
 

Child Protection Unit 
 

We are using the Second Step program in your child’s learning environment. The 

Second Step program teaches children important skills for getting along with others 

and doing well in school. It also helps our school be a safe and supportive place 

where everyone can learn.  

To help our school be even more safe and supportive, we are also going to use the 

Second Step Child Protection Unit. In these lessons, children will learn three types 

of skills:  

• Personal Safety. Children will learn important safety rules, such as safety with 

guns, sharp tools, and fire, and when riding on wheels or in cars. They will also 

learn ways to help them decide if something is safe or not.  

• Touching Safety. Children will learn about safe, unsafe, and unwanted touches, 

and rules about touching private body parts. They will also learn to say no to unsafe 

or unwanted touches, and to tell a grown-up if someone breaks rules about touching 

private body parts.  

• Assertiveness. These lessons will also give children a chance to practice asking a 

grown-up for help, telling a grown-up about an unsafe situation, and being assertive 

to get out of unsafe situations. Your child will bring home simple, fun activities 

called Home Links that will help you understand what he or she is learning about 

safety at school and give your child another chance to practice safety skills.  

To keep your child safe and protected, everyone at school needs to be involved. So 

all our staff will get special training in how to: 

• Recognize and report suspected child sexual abuse  

• Respond to and support children who have been abused or who are facing other 

challenges  

• Use strategies that promote a safe and supportive climate for learning. 

 

If you have any questions about the Child Protection Unit or the Second Step 

program, please talk with your child’s teacher. For more information on our 

school’s child-protection policies and procedures, you can also talk to your child’s 

teacher or school’s director. 

 

Go online to SecondStep.org and log in with the activation key CPUE FAMI 

LYGE to get more information about what your child is learning in the Second Step 

program. 
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City of Chattanooga Department of Early Learning 

Head Start/Early Head Start Program 

 

Child Protection Unit 

Weekly Themes and Schedule 
 

Weekly Theme: Children will Learn: Week of Lessons: 

 
Weekly Theme 1: Ways to 

Stay Safe 
Grown-ups should take care of you and 

keep you safe. There are Ways to Stay Safe.  

• Stop and think: Is it safe? What’s the rule?  
• Say words that mean no. 

 • Tell a grown-up.  

There are rules you follow to stay safe. 
Following the Always Ask First Rule helps 

you stay safe. 

January 10-14, 2022 

Weekly Theme 2: The 

Always Ask First Rule 
Always ask a parent or the bigger person in 
charge first:  

• When you’re not sure if it’s safe  

• When someone asks you to go somewhere 
or do something or asks to give you 

something  

Following the Always Ask First Rule helps 
you stay safe. 

January 24-28, 2022 

Weekly Theme 3: Safe 

and Unsafe Touches 

Safe touches help you feel cared for and 

loved.  

Unsafe touches hurt your body.  

You can say words that mean no to any 

kind of touch you don’t want. 

January 31-February 

4, 2022 

Weekly Theme 4: The 

Touching Rule 

A bigger person should never touch your 
private body parts except to keep you 

healthy. (Touching Rule) Remembering the 

Touching Rule helps you stay safe.  
It is never your fault if someone breaks the 

Touching Rule. 

 

February 14-18, 2022 

Weekly Theme 5: 

Practicing Staying Safe 

Never keep secrets about touching.  

It’s never too late to tell someone about a 

touching secret.  

Keep telling until someone helps you. 
 

February 28-March 

4, 2022 

Weekly Theme 6: 

Reviewing Safety Skills 

Remembering Safety Rules and using the 

Ways to Stay Safe will help you stay safe.  

A bigger person should never touch your 
private body parts except to keep you 

healthy. 

March 7-11, 2022 
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School Readiness 
 

Learning begins at home. You are your child’s first and most important teacher. These five 

easy steps will help you prepare your child for success in kindergarten. But, remember, the 

most important thing you can give your child is your UNCONDITIONAL LOVE AND SUPPORT-

-starting in kindergarten and continuing all the way through high school graduation. Nothing is 

more important to a child’s success in school than a home full of love and support. 

 
Step 1: 

Tennessee State law requires that a child entering kindergarten shall be five (5) years of age 

on or before August 15th. A child entering first grade shall be no less than six years of age. 

Kindergarten is required prior to first grade enrollment. 

Each of the following items must be provided in order for school registration to be completed: 

 state certified copy of the child’s birth certificate (not mother’s copy) 

 child’s social security number 

 immunization record 

 physical examination record 

The birth certificate is needed at the time of pre‐registration. The immunization record and 

physical examination must be a part of your child’s record before school begins in the fall. 

The Health Department or a personal physician will provide the forms needed for the medical 

history. 

Tennessee State Rules and Regulations mandate that students be developmentally 

screened for school entry. The purpose of this screening is to serve as a tool for planning an 

individualized and self‐paced program for each child and to determine if further assessment 

or diagnostic testing is needed. In Hamilton County, students are screened during the spring 

or summer prior to the kindergarten year or in the fall of the kindergarten year. Schools will 

inform parents of the scheduling arrangements for the developmental screening of each 

student. 

In the fall, you will receive a handbook for parents or guardians of kindergarten students 

explaining the phase‐in period, report card format, skills to be covered, parent involvement 

tips, and the answers to many more of your questions. The principal and kindergarten 

teachers at your child’s school are available to answer your questions. 
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Step 2: 

Encourage independence. Children enter kindergarten with different abilities and skills. Your 

child’s kindergarten teacher will not expect all children to be at the same place developmentally 

and socially. However, there are certain basic skills that each child is expected to know how to 

do. Your child needs to know his/her name, address, and telephone number. Your child needs 

to be able to use the bathroom by him/herself and button and zip his/her clothes. These skills 

will encourage your child’s independence and self-confidence. Also helping your child be able 

to share and play with other children will help them 

to adjust to a busy kindergarten classroom. 

 

Step 3: 

Establish routines to help prepare your child for kindergarten. Routines put us all at ease. One 

way to get ready for kindergarten is to get in the habit of following the schedule you will follow 

once school starts. For example, practice waking up and getting dressed in time for school, 

eating a good healthy breakfast together, and being prepared to leave your home in time to 

arrive at school on time. 

Prepare a study “spot” for your child and supply it with crayons, construction paper, scissors 

and other kindergarten “tools”. Set aside a time each day for your child to spend time there 

reading or drawing. Once school starts this will become a time and place your child does his/her 

homework. Set a limit to the amount of TV your child watches. When possible, watch TV with 

him/her and talk about what you’ve seen. 

 

Step 4: 

Enjoy reading together. Reading is a basis for education. Your child is not expected to be able 

to read when he/she enters kindergarten; however, you can help him/her develop a love of 

reading by making reading a regular, enjoyable activity. Take time to read with your child every 

day. Use reading to develop your child’s imagination. Have him/her predict what will happen 

when reading a new story or create a new ending to a favorite tale. Use reading to stimulate 

your child’s memory. When you finish reading a book talk about what happened. 

 

Step 5: 

Explore the world around you. Help your child turn everyday activities into learning experiences 

so his/her imagination will soar and he/she will be better prepared for the world of kindergarten. 

Stimulate your child’s mind. Explore the world around you and name the different things you 

see and experience. Count the number of blue cars you pass on the way to the grocery store. 

When grocery shopping, compare the color and size of fruits and vegetables. Show him/her 

that learning can be fun. 

 
 
 
 



21 
 

Chattanooga Head Start/Early Head Start Program 
Kindergarten Readiness Checklist 

 

Reading Readiness Motor Skills continued 

Remembers pictures from a printed page Alternate feet walking downstairs 

Repeats 6 to 8 word sentence March 

Pretends to read (has been read too often) Stand on one foot 10 seconds 

Identifies first name in writing Walk backwards for 5 feet 

Attempts to print own first name Throw a ball 

Answers questions about a short story Paste pictures on paper 

Looks at pictures and tells a story Clap hands 

Understands words are read left to right Button clothes 

Familiar with the letters of alphabet Build with blocks 

Knows some nursery rhymes Complete simple 5 piece  puzzle or less 

Knows the meaning of simple words Draw or color beyond a simple scribble 

Time Zip clothes 

Understands day and night Control pencil and crayon well 

Knows age and birthday Handle Scissors 

Recognizes Colors & Shapes Cut and draw simple shapes 

Recognizes primary colors Social-Emotional 

Recognizes triangle, circle, square & rectangle Expresses self verbally 

Numbers Looks forward to going to school 

Counts to 10 Recognizes authority 

Can count objects Shares with others 

Listening & Sequencing Helps with classroom chores 

Follows simple directions Works independently 

Pays attention Identifies other children by name 

Recognizes common sounds Can take care of toilet needs independently 

Retells a simple story in sequence Cares for own belongings 

Repeats a sequence of sounds Dresses self 

Repeats a sequence of numbers heard Brushes teeth 

Size, Position & Direction Can be away from parents for 4 to 6 hours 

Big and little Joins in conversation 

Long and short Carries a plate of food 

Up and down Maintains self-control 

In and Out Gets along well with others 

Front and back Talks easily 

Over and under Meets visitors without shyness 

Hot and cold Puts toys away 

Empty and full Knows 

More and less Body parts 

Fast and slow First and last name 

Top and bottom Parents names 

Motor Skills Home address 

Run Home phone number 

Walk a straight line When to use Kleenex 

Jump Own sex 

Hop  
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The ABC’s of Kindergarten Readiness 
 

Alphabet Knowledge 
Identifies some letters, uses some letter-sound associations, and may begin to recognize 
that letters make up words. 

Books 
Enjoys being read to, explores and discusses books, draws pictures related to story and 
talks about drawing. 

Concepts Knows concepts like over, under, though, etc. 

Draws Copies vertical and horizontal lines, cross, square, circle; draws a person with five parts. 

Environmental Print Recognizes signs, billboards, labels, business logos. 

Fine Motor Skills 
Grasps small objects correctly (ex. crayon, pencil, and paintbrush), strings beads, works 
puzzles, and cuts with scissors. 

Gross Motor Skills Climbs, walks, jumps, hops, kicks and catches a large ball, pedals a tricycle. 

Healthy Habits Practices personal hygiene routines; knows what foods are good for him/her. 

Independence Shows confidence, is not fearful, and cleans up after self. 

Jobs Understands that people work in jobs; names community helpers. 

Knowledge About The 
Community 

Discusses weather, plant and animal life, vehicles, and sounds heard in environment. 

Listening 
Follows two-step directions, responds when others speak, waits for own turn; is able to sit 
for up to 10 minutes. 

Money Identifies penny, nickel, and dollar bill; understands that money buys things. 

Numbers Understands that numbers represent quantity (quantities to 5); counts to 20. 

Oral Communication 
Asks for help when needed, uses appropriate volume; is coherent, uses complete 
sentences. 

Phonological 
Awareness 

Recognizes sounds in language, some sounds at beginning of words; nursery rhymes, 
rhyming words. 

Questions Answers “who,” “what,” “when,” “where,” “why,” questions. 

Respect For Others 
Plays with and accepts others, their cultures, special needs, property; uses appropriate 
social and classroom behaviors; shows community responsibility, fairness. 

Self-help 
Cares for own things; eats with little assistance; manipulates zippers, buttons, and other 
fasteners. 

Technology 
Identifies technology used in daily life; shows positive attitude about computers, uses 
mouse appropriately. 

Unite 
Parents unite with school and support school by volunteering in child’s class, joining PTA, 
and participating in Parent Education. 

Vocabulary Uses and understands many words; identifies and sorts pictures in categories. 

Writes 
Explores writing some upper- and lower-case letters, numerals, own name, exploratory 
writings (pretend writing during play) and/or invented spelling.  

Xylophone Appreciates music and performs rhythmic movements, uses instruments.  

Youthful Enthusiasm Shows awareness of the feelings of others, initiates interactions with peers. 

Zest for learning 
Explores new interests; seeks assistance in solving problems; shows pride in 
performance or products created; eager to learn new things. 
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Roles of Parents in Head Start 
ROLES RESPONSIBILITIES 

PARTICIPANT Participate in Head Start planning activities, such a 

Parent Committee Meetings, classroom activities, 

educational, recreational, and social events. 

LEARNER Observe in classrooms, sign up for GED or college 

classes, sign up for ESL classes, attend workshops 

or conferences 

CONTRIBUTOR Volunteer in various aspects of the program; 

contribute ideas and thoughts for the program 

SUPPORTER Get other parents to participate; recruit families for 

the program services; recruit staff when needed 

EVALUATOR 

 

Participate in Self-Assessment process 

PLANNER 

 

Plan Parent Committee meetings or other events 

and activities 

DECISION-MAKER 
 

Participate in Policy Council 

PRIME EDUCATOR 

 

Work with your child to reinforce what he/she has 

learned in Head Start 

CHILD ADVOCATE 

 
Understand your child’s needs and work to meet 

them; protect your child from bodily harm; know 

and protect your child’s rights; be an advocate for 

your child and other children in the community 

LEADER 

 
Become involved in the community; use any 

leadership skills you have learned in or outside of 

Head Start 
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Mental Health Services 
Social emotional skills must be taught just as any other skill and that parents play a 

vital role in the development of their child’s social emotional development. The 

Chattanooga Head Start/Early Head Start Program implements initiatives to educate 

parents on how to strengthen their child’s social emotional development. The 

program also implements several different proactive tools in the classroom that will 

promote social emotional development. The Back Pack Connection Series, Second 

Step Curriculum, and the Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations of 

Learning (CSEFEL) curriculum are all proactive tools used in the classroom. The 

tools and initiatives utilized by the Head Start program focus on developing the 

following skills for children and parents. 
 

Parents  

 How to Use positive Language to Improve Your Child’s Behavior 

 How to Help Your Child Understand and Label Emotions 

 How to Plan Activities to Reduce Challenging Behavior 

Children 

 Skills that promote working and playing with his/her classmates 

 Skills that promote successfully functioning in a community or group 

 Skills that teach how to take turns/share 

 Skills that teach appropriate language to express thoughts, emotions, 

and feelings 
 

 
 

Individualized Services 

     The Chattanooga Head Start/Early Head Start Program addresses each child’s 
needs on an individual basis. Our program understands that each child develops 
differently and that some children may need additional individualized support. The 

Program offers the support of a Licensed Mental Health Professional that in 
partnership with the parent will develop a Positive Behavior Support plan for children 

who need additional support. A Positive Behavioral Support (PBS) is a 
comprehensive, research-based proactive approach to behavioral support that is 
developed to generate comprehensive change for students who are displaying 

unsafe or dangerous behaviors in the classroom or at home.   Another additional 
service provided by the Chattanooga Head Start/Early Head Start Program when 
addressing social emotional development is the coordination and connection of 

outside community resources. Our program provides information and referrals to 
community agencies for children and families who may need specialized services 

  



25 
 

2021-2022  
CHATTANOOGA HEAD START/EARLY HEAD START   

EXCLUSION/ILLNESS POLICY  

Parents should contact the child care program or school when their child is sick and 
describe the illness and symptoms. If the health care provider makes a specific 
diagnosis, (such as strep throat, conjunctivitis- pink eye or chicken pox) let the 
program staff know so other families can be alerted.  
There are four reasons to keep (exclude) sick children from child care or school:  

1. The child does not feel well enough to participate comfortably in usual 

activities, (such as extreme signs of tiredness, unexplained irritability or 

persistent crying).  

2. The child requires more care than program staff is able to provide without 

effecting the health and safety of the other children.  

3. The illness is on the list of symptoms or illness for which exclusion is 

recommended.  

4. If a child has Ringworm of the scalp (tinea capitis) and returns with a topical 

treatment (cream, shampoo) ordered by his/her healthcare provider, child may 

return to school with proof that treatment has been started. If lesion does not 

improve after topical treatment has been administered for the time ordered, 

child may have to return to his/her healthcare provider and return only when 

oral treatment has been ordered and proof that treatment has been started.  

Children with the following symptoms or illness should be kept (excluded) from child 

care or school: *lf more than one condition is observed then child must have Doctor 

Statement to return to school.  
 

Condition 
Children with the following 
symptoms or illness should be 
kept (excluded) from child 
care or school. *If more than 
one condition is observed 
then child must have a Dr. 
statement to return to school. 

Symptom Teacher Action Teacher/Parent Return 
Responsibility  

When Child May  

Fever Temperature 100 or 
above. Axillary (under the 

arm) 

Notify parent and send 
child home. 

Child is fever free for 24 
hours without medication – 
no  Dr. statement needed. If 
sent home more than twice 
must have Dr. Statement. 

Diarrhea An increased number of 
abnormally loose stools in 
the past 24 hours, or fever 

in conjunction with one 
abnormally loose stool. 

Notify parent and send 
child home. 

Child is symptom free for 24 
hours without medication – 
no Dr. statement needed. 

Severe or Uncontrolled 
coughing 

Child gets red or blue in 
the face; makes high 

pitched croupy or 
whooping sound after he 
coughs; with or without 

fever 

Notify parent and send 
child home. Child 

should be seen by Dr. 
as quickly as possible. 

With Dr. statement 

Difficult rapid breathing May or may not have a 
fever, especially important 

in an infant under 6 
months of age. 

Notify parent and send 
child home. Child 

should be seen by a Dr. 
As quickly as possible. 

With Dr. Statement 
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CONDITION SYMPTOM TEACHER ACTION TEACHER/PARENT 
RESPONSIBILITY WHEN 

CHILD MAY RETURN 

Yellowish skin or eyes, stool 
gray or white, urine tea 

colored 

May or may not have a 
fever. 

Notify parent and send 
child home. 

With Dr. statement 

Pinkeye Tears, redness of eyelid 
lining, irritation, followed by 

swelling or discharge of 
pus. 

Notify parent and send 
child home 

24 hours after treatment 
and/or with Doctor 

statement. 

Infected skin patches Crusty, bright yellow, dry, 
or gummy areas of skin. 

Notify parent and send 
child home - may return 
after on antibiotic for 24 

hours. 

24 hours after 
treatment with Doctor 

statement. 

Sore throat or trouble 
swallowing 

If child has a fever or 
swollen glands 

Notify parent and send 
child home. 

With Dr. Statement. 

If no fever-symptoms 
persist 48  to 72 hours see 

Dr. 

Notify parent to 
observe. 

Follow Dr. 
recommendations. No Dr. 

statement needed. 

Unexplained spots or rashes  Unexplained spots 
or rashes.  

Notify parent and send 
child home.  

With Doctor statement.  

Ringworm  Skin Lesions: ring 
shaped, raised border of 
lesion, usually intense 
itching  

Send child home if the 
area is oozing; send 
child home if the area is 
larger than a Band-Aid 
can cover; If there is no 
improvement in 5-7 days, 
child must see a doctor.  

Parent may use over-the- 

counter meds; Must bring 
proof of use to center (i.e. 

box top of medication used 

for treatment).  

Ringworm of the scalp Scalp: Pink or gray patches 
with raised borders/ itchy 

scaly rash/ small patches of 
baldness/ white dusting -all 

can lead to hair loss. 

Send child home if the 

area is oozing; send 

child home if the area 

is larger than a band-

aid can cover; If there 

is no improvement in 

5-7 days, child must 

see a doctor. 

Needs Doctor statement 
and proof of treatment 

Head Lice Live lice noted on the 
scalp or hair. 

Notify parent and send 
child home. Provide 

parent information on 
treatment of head lice. 

Proof of lice treatment 
(i.e. box 

top/bottle/receipt of 
purchase). Parent will 
continue to work on nit 

removal. 

Scabies  Rash and intense itching 
on the body may be 
scabies.  

Notify parent and send 
child home.  

Needs Doctor statement.  

Vomiting  Two or more episodes. If 
child has fever that persists 
more than 36 hours must 
have Doctor's statement 
and be symptom-free.  

Notify parent and send 
child home. Check with 

your doctor. 

No vomiting for 24 hours 
without medicine.  

Nose drainage  Large amount of yellow-
green nasal discharge for 
greater than 7 days or cold 
lasting longer than 10 days.  

Notify parent and send 
child home.  

With Doctor statement  

Appearance & Behavior  Child looks or acts 
differently, unusually tired, 
pale, no appetite, 
confused, irritable.  

Notify parent and send 
child home.  

When symptom free or 
with Doctor statement.  
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Health & Safety 
 

• Children shall be checked upon arrival and observed for signs of communicable disease 
during the day. 
• Symptomatic children shall be removed from the group until parents are contacted and 
health issues are resolved. 
• At least one staff with certification in first aid and one certified in CPR on duty at all times. 
• The agency, in consultation with appropriate local authorities, shall develop a written plan to 
protect children in the event of disaster. 
• All home/work contact numbers for parents shall be readily available to all staff. 
• Impetigo and diagnosed strep shall be treated appropriately for 24 hours prior to 
readmission to the center. 
• Children diagnosed with scabies or lice shall have proof of treatment and be free of live lice 
prior to readmission. 
• Serious injuries or signs of serious illness shall be reported to the parent immediately to 
arrange for emergency treatment. 
• Accidents, injuries, and every sign of illness shall be reported, or a reasonable attempt 
made to report, to the parent as soon as possible, but no later than the child’s release to the 
parent or authorized representative. 
• All medications, prescribed and non-prescribed, shall be received from the parent by a 
designated staff person or management level staff person. 
• Medication shall never be handled by children or administered in bottles or infant feeders 
unless authorized by a physician. 
• All medications shall be inaccessible to children. 
• Unused medication shall be returned to the parent. 
• Smoking is not permitted in the presence of children, view of children or in the perimeter of 
HS/EHS buildings. 
• The use of alcoholic beverages is not on the premises of HS/EHS buildings and grounds. 
• Firearms shall not be on the premises of a child care agency, in any vehicle used to 
transport children or in the presence of a child. 
• Staff’s personal belongings (purses, backpacks, coats, etc.) shall be inaccessible to 
children at all times. 
• For the protection of children and adults, the Centers for Disease Control guidelines for 
handwashing and diapering procedures shall be followed. 
• If older children are enrolled who lack independent toileting abilities, rules regarding 
diapering of preschool children shall apply; they shall be changed in a location designated for 
that purpose and which provides privacy from other children and adults. 
• In order to avoid the spread of airborne diseases children shall be positioned on mats in a 
face to feet alternating pattern during naptime. 
• All staff, substitute staff, volunteers are required to immediately report any reasonable 
suspicion of child abuse or neglect. 
 
*Emergency policies and plans are individualized for each center. Check 
your child’s classroom for posted information. (fire, tornado, emergency 
preparedness) 
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Chattanooga Head Start/ 

Early Head Start 

 

   
 

Safe Parking Lots, Safe Kids, Safe Families 

 
1. Always park in a designated parking space and with-

in the lines. 

2. Double parking is not allowed, it disrupts the smooth 

and safe flow of traffic. 

3. Always slow down when entering the parking lot and 

watch for families and vehicles exiting the lot. 

4. Ensure that your vehicle is turned off and leave no 

child in the car unattended. 

5. Children are growing and learning language, let’s 

make sure that when they are on our premises they 

only hear appropriate language. 

6. Always hold your child’s hand in the parking lot. 

7.  Everybody loves music, but when entering the 

parking lot please turn your music down. 

8. Always be courteous and respectful to others, we are 

in this together. 
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Active Supervision 

 

Active supervision is a set of strategies for supervising infants, 

toddlers, and preschool children in classrooms, on playgrounds, during 

transitions that happen throughout the day. 

 

Develop a regular routine, for drop-off and pick-up times 

 Hold your child’s hand 

 Talk about safety in the parking lot, holding your hand, watching 

for cars 

 Be alert and communicate potential child wanderings as 

needed to the center director. 

 Anticipate your child's behavior and give your child any 

needed additional support, especially at the beginning of the 

school year. 

 

**Children who wander off or lag behind are more likely to be left 

unsupervised. 

**If you are not holding your child’s hand in the parking lot or in 

the building a staff member may remind you. 

 

Transitions are often the most challenging times for staff to 

supervise children.  To prevent children from being supervised our 

teachers plan specific strategies for managing transitions throughout 

the day. 

 

To prevent children from being left unsupervised:  

 

 Explain to your child why it is important to stay with their 

teacher and their group throughout the day. 

 

Reaffirm to children what teachers expect during transitions 

 Listen to your teachers 

 Stay with your group 

 Hold hands 
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Child Pedestrian Safety 

Children are particularly vulnerable to pedestrian death because they are exposed to traffic 
threats that exceed their cognitive, developmental, behavioral, physical and sensory abilities. 
This is worsened by the fact that parents often overestimate their children's pedestrian skills. 
 

WHAT PARENTS NEED TO KNOW  
 

 Parents often think their children are able to handle traffic safely by themselves 
before they are actually ready.  

 Children are impulsive and have difficulty judging speed, spatial relations, and 
distance. Auditory and visual acuity, depth perception and proper scanning ability 
develop gradually and do not fully mature until at least age 10. 

 Boys are much more likely than girls to be injured or killed in traffic, on average 
boys take more risks.  

 Bicycles are vehicles. Children should not ride bikes in the road until they fully 
understand traffic rules and show they can follow them.  

 Children often act before thinking and may not do what parents or drivers expect.  

 Children assume that if they see the driver, the driver sees them.  

 Children can't judge speed and they think cars can stop instantly.  

 Children are shorter than adults and can't see over cars, bushes, and other 
objects. 

 Many children are hit by cars when running into the street.   

 Hold your child’s hand so she/he doesn’t run into the street.  

 Nearly one-third of children killed by motor vehicles are on foot. They are hit by 
cars most often when playing near home. They tend to run into the street in the 
middle of the block, where drivers don't expect them. 

 
WHAT ARE KIDS THINKING 
 
Fantasy vs. Reality 

 Until approximately age 7, children don't always distinguish between fantasy and 
reality. For example, when they are in a crosswalk, they may believe they are 
completely safe. 

Visual Skills 

 A child's peripheral vision is only 2/3rds that of an adult. Peripheral vision, along with 
depth perception and the ability to judge speed and distance do not fully develop 
until at least age 10. 

Hearing 

 Children can't always locate the source of a sound. They may hear a car, but not 
know where it is coming from. 

Judgment 

 The ability to anticipate hazards, understand cause and effect, and think about more 
than one thing at a time are skills that develop with age and experience. 
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LEARNING TO BE TRAFFIC SMART 

 
Preschool children are learning to become independent. They enjoy walking, riding bikes, 
and playing outside. They don't have the judgment to cope with traffic by themselves yet, 
but they can begin to understand safety rules. 

 
 

This is why the rules below are vital to keeping your child safe. 
 

 Do not cross the street alone if you're younger than 10 years old.         

 Do stop at the curb before crossing the street.   

 Don't run, across the street, walk.    

 Cross at least 10 feet in front of a school bus.        

 Do walk facing traffic.    

 Make sure drivers see you before crossing in front of them.    

 Do look left, right, and left again before crossing.  

 Wear white clothing or reflectors when walking at night.       

 Do cross at corners, using traffic signals and crosswalks. 

 Do not play in driveways, streets, parking lots or by the street. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For more information, contact www.imsafe.com 270A  © 1999-2003 

 I’m Safe! Productions, Inc. 

http://www.imsafe.com/
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School Bus Safety          
 

Rules for getting on and off the school bus. 
 
Getting on the school bus  
 

 When waiting for the bus, stay away from traffic and avoid roughhousing or other 
behavior that can lead to carelessness. Line up away from the street or road as 
the school bus approaches.  

 Wait until the bus has stopped and the door opens before stepping onto the 
roadway.  

 Use the hand rail when stepping onto the bus.  
 

Behavior on the bus  
 

 When on the bus, find a seat and sit down. Loud talking or other noise can 
distract the bus driver and is not allowed.  

 Never put head, arms or hands out of the window.  

 Keep aisles clear – coats or jackets can be tripping hazards and can block the 
way in an emergency.  

 At your stop, wait for the bus to stop completely before getting up from your seat. 
Then, walk to the front door and exit, using the hand rail.  
 

Getting off the school bus  
 

 Make sure that the driver can see you.  

 Wait for a signal from the driver before beginning to cross.  

 When the driver signals, walk across the road, keeping an eye out for sudden 
traffic changes.  

 Do not cross the center line of the road until the driver has signaled that it is safe 
for you to begin walking.  

 Stay away from the bus’s rear wheels at all times.  
 

Correct way to cross the street  
 

 Children should always stop at the curb or the edge of the road and look left, then 
right, and then left again before crossing.  

 They should continue looking in this manner until they are safely across.  

 If students' vision is blocked by a parked car or other obstacle, they should move 
out to where drivers can see them and they can see other vehicles -- then stop, 
and look left-right-left again.           
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 Booster Seats--- 

What Caregivers, Policymakers & Kids Need to Know 
By Joseph M. Colella, Traffic Safety Projects 
 
 

Past generations of child passengers would often lie across back seats, sit in floor wells, lie 
across cargo areas, or even ride unbuckled in front seats. Kids who were buckled up would 
usually be in lap-only seatbelts—and perhaps sitting on encyclopedias or telephone books to 
see out the window. Is it any wonder that many of these children—now the parents or 
grandparents of kids who have outgrown more accepted car seats with harnesses—don’t 
understand the value of boosters? 
 
 

THE FACTS 
A child is not fully protected by a seat belt until it fits correctly on the strong, bony parts of the 
body. It’s not intuitive that a booster seat – easily viewed as merely a platform or shell – 
raises the child and guides the lap and shoulder belts to their correct positions. Research on 
real-world crashes proves that booster use prevents injuries to the abdomen, internal organs, 
head, neck, spine and even lower extremities. Data also confirm that: 
 

• Fewer than 20% of children ages 4 through 7 use boosters. 
• Twenty-two percent of 4- to 7-year-old children ride completely unrestrained. 
• The likelihood of injury is 59% lower for children ages 4 through 7 using belt 

positioning boosters than it is for those using seat belts alone. 
• Premature graduation of younger children to seat belts yields a 350% risk of 

significant injury and a 400% risk of head injury, when compared to appropriately 
restrained children. 

 
 

CORRECT FIT 
Correct seat belt fit is likely to occur between ages 8 and 11, and depends on both a child’s 
body proportions and the specific vehicle’s design. To see if the belts fit correctly: 
 

• Ask the child to sit all the way back on the car, truck or van seat. 
• Buckle and adjust the lap and shoulder belt for a snug fit. 
• Assess whether the child’s knees bend naturally over the seat edge, the lap belt is 

snug across the leg or hip bones, and the shoulder belt lies against the chest and 
shoulder. 

• If the seat belt does not fit correctly, or the fit cannot be maintained for the entire 
ride, a booster seat is needed. 
 

AWARENESS 
This information needs to reach not only caregivers, policy-makers and community 
supporters, but the children themselves. Children between ages 4 and 8 have increasing 
influence over how and where they ride, so they need to understand the value of booster 
seats and how to assess seat belt fit in each specific vehicle or seating position. 
5 

Joseph M. Colella                                                                                                                             ColellaSafety@adelphia.net 
Traffic Safety Projects                                                                                                                      301-829-8637 



34 
 

Car Safety- SMART STEPS TO SAFE PASSENGERS 
 
 
 

 
THE BEST SAFETY SEAT 

 The best protection for your child requires a coordinated effort—using a safety seat 
that fits your vehicle, fits your child, and that you will use correctly every time. 

 Second-hand or old safety seats may not be as safe. 
Read the manufacturer’s instructions and check for an expiration date. Carefully inspect 
seats that are more than five years old. Destroy seats that are more than ten years old. Do not 
purchase a used seat. Contact a CPS Technician or Fitting Station to learn about safety seat 
programs in your area (see www.nhtsa.dot.gov). 
 

FITTING YOUR CHILD 

  Read and follow the car seat manufacturer’s instructions. 

  For babies, the safest seat is a rear-facing, semi-reclined seat (no more than 45o) 
until the child is at least one-year old AND weighs 20-22 lbs. Keeping a child rear-
facing up to 30-35 lbs. is highly recommended if your child’s safety seat instructions 
allow it. 

  Children can ride in a forward-facing seat after one year and 20-22 lbs., and up to 
40-80 lbs. (depending on the model). 

  Children who exceed the limits of forward-facing seats (40-80 lbs.) are safest in a 
booster seat, until they are 4’9” tall and vehicle’s safety belts fit correctly (usually 
between 8-12 years old). 
 

FITTING YOUR VEHICLE 

 Check your vehicle owner's manual and any tags on the safety belts in your 
car before purchasing a car safety seat. 

  Keep your receipt. You can check the fit of the safety seat in the parking lot and 
return it for another one if the fit isn't right. If you buy a convertible seat, check the fit 
both rear- and forward-facing. 

 The rear seats are the safest place for children.  Never install a safety seat in front 
of an air bag. 

 Install your rear- or forward-facing car seat snugly enough so it moves less than 1 
inch to the sides and toward the front of the vehicle when you pull on it. Read the 
safety seat instructions and the vehicle owner’s manual for correct installation 
information. 

 There are many different types of safety belt systems. The system in your vehicle 
may require a locking clip or a belt-shortening clip to secure the safety seat. Check 
the vehicle manufacturer’s instructions or contact a CPS Technician for more 
information. 
 

A CAR IS NOT A PLAYGROUND 

 Teach children not to play in or around a parked car. A vehicle is not a place to hide. 

 Keep your vehicles locked. Make sure your children do not have access to your 
keys. 

 Never leave children unsupervised in or around a vehicle, even for a quick errand. 
See www.KidsAndCars.org. 

Most car seats are not used correctly, even though most parents believe they are using the seats 
the right way. Does your child have the best protection in a crash? Review these guidelines to find 
out. 

 

http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/
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Anti-Bias Approach 

Chattanooga Head Start/Early Head Start Program implements an anti-bias curriculum 

approach to empower children to value and respect the likenesses and differences among 

races, boys and girls and disabled children.  During the seasons a variety of traditional religious 

and secular celebrations are planned by neighborhoods and the communities in which our 

children and families live.  Often as adults we want our children to share in our fond memories 

of trick-or-treating, family dinners on Thanksgiving, and gifts left by Santa Claus on Christmas 

morning, but what we must remember is that the classroom is not an appropriate place to 

celebrate religious or secular holidays.  Every child enrolled in the Head Start/Early Head Start 

Program has the right to attend their classroom every day and gain the skills needed to 

transition into kindergarten. 
What we must remember: 
 

 Our program serves a diverse population. Within each classroom there are hundreds 
of celebrations and holidays recognized by the various cultures, ethnic groups, and 
races.  We cannot celebrate them all.   

 Within each classroom, we implement activities that maintain each child’s identity 
and dignity while they are acquiring developmentally appropriate skills.  A child’s 
identity is directly related to their religion, family traditions and the holidays that are 
celebrated in their families and communities.  

 A curriculum driven by the holidays reflects the traditions and values of the specific 
adults; not the needs and interests of children and not the cultural diversity that exists 
among families in the Head Start/Early Head Start Program.   

 The program curriculum will not celebrate or implement activities based on any 
holiday because it always involves excluding one or more children due to their 
religious or cultural beliefs.  Excluding children affects their self-esteem and attitude 
toward school. Providing activities that are culturally sensitive promotes the healthy 
development of each child’s self-esteem. 

 No parent should have to make the decision to keep their child out of school because 
of a celebration that conflicts with their beliefs or values. 

 The program is committed to fairness and implements alternative activities around 
traditional holidays that are respectful and meaningful to the development of the 
children in all classrooms. 

 
The program is devoted to ensure every Head Start/Early Head Start child is socially 
competent and possesses the necessary skills in their physical and cognitive development to 
succeed in school and life.  All activities that are planned and implemented should be based 
on the interests and educational needs of the children enrolled in each individual classroom.  
Individual plans for each child focus on their physical development (fine and gross motor), 
cognitive development (math, science, problem solving, logical thinking, representation and 
symbolic thinking), social emotional development (sense of self, responsibility for self and 
others, and pro-social behavior), and language development (listening and speaking, reading 
and writing). 
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The Head Start Multicultural Principles 
 

 Every individual is rooted in culture.  
 The cultural groups represented in the communities and families of 

each Head Start program are the primary sources for culturally 
relevant programming.    

 Culturally relevant and diverse programming requires learning 
accurate information about the cultures of different groups and 
discarding stereotypes.     

 Addressing cultural relevance in making curriculum choices and 
adaptations is a necessary, developmentally appropriate practice.     

 Every individual has the right to maintain his or her own identity while 
acquiring the skills required to function in our diverse society.      

 Effective programs for children who speak languages other than 
English require continued development of the first language while the 
acquisition of English is facilitated.    

 Culturally relevant programming requires staff who both reflect and are 
responsive to the community and families served.    

 Multicultural programming for children enables children to develop an 
awareness of, respect for, and appreciation of individual cultural 
differences.     

 Culturally relevant and diverse programming examines and challenges 
institutional and personal biases.     

 Culturally relevant and diverse programming and practices are 
incorporated in all systems and services and are beneficial to all adults 
and children. 
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 Parents Are First Teachers       

Learning About Learning 
 

The following are four important areas of learning that are heavily influenced by parents and other 
involved adults:  
 
1. Skills  
All preschool children can acquire the following skills: 
■ Social skills (getting along with others, being in a group)■ Communication skills (expressing oneself, 
understanding others)■ Motor skills (body control, physical ability)■ Thinking skills (problem solving, memory, 
comparing and contrasting) 
 

As children become competent in these four skill groups, they become ready to acquire academic (school) 
skills. It’s important to remember that thinking skills are not the same as academic skills. Many parents want 
their young children to get a head start on academic skills such as reading and math before they go to 
kindergarten. There is no evidence that children who are taught to read and do math early are better at it over 
time. In fact, what often happens is that when children work too soon and too much on academic skills, they 
can lose their curiosity and motivation. 
Therefore, just because a child can learn a skill at a young age doesn’t mean he or she should learn it. 
Earlier is not better in many areas. The best measure of whether children are ready to learn new skills is 
their enthusiasm, motivation, and persistence to learn. 
 

2. Knowledge  
Young children, through their experiences with people and objects, acquire a great deal of knowledge about 
the world. Children learn very early to name objects and to understand their functions (for example, keys open 
doors and start cars, dogs bark, cat’s meow). Children use this background knowledge to approach new 
learning experiences and to acquire more knowledge. Families are important in expanding a child’s 
understanding of the world.  
Many people disagree about what knowledge and skills children should learn during the pre-school years. 
A good rule of thumb for judging what is most appropriate for young children is to ask: What knowledge 
helps them make better sense of their own experiences and environment?  
When children are presented with knowledge that is “over their heads,” they may become con-fused or 
they may learn to hide their questions and doubts in order to appear as though they know more than they 
do.  

 

3. Attitudes about Learning  
Attitudes about learning are often adopted from role models, particularly parents and other primary 
caregivers. The child observes how adults handle learning tasks or approach opportunities to learn, and 
imitates this behavior.  
The habits of learning a person acquires as a child may well remain for a lifetime. Therefore, parents 
play a critical role in modeling effective learning habits.  
Adults also play a key role in making opportunities available for children to practice effective learning 
habits, such as:  
 

4. Feelings  
Learned feelings are the emotional associations children make with learning. Parents cannot teach 
feelings to a child. However, their attitudes and behaviors toward the child can strongly affect the feelings 
that a child acquires. Children who have positive feelings about learning obviously are more willing to 
take the risks that learning requires. A child’s feelings about himself or herself also affect the ability to 
learn.  For learning to happen, a child needs to: 
■ Feel comfortable with some people outside the immediate family and away from home.■ Feel confident.■ 
Feel generally accepted by other children. 
 

Based on the work of Lilian Katz, professor of early childhood education at the University of Illinois  

Parents Are First Teachers 
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10 Things Every Parent Should Know About Play 
National Association for the Education of Young Children 

1. Children learn through their play. 
Don’t underestimate the value of play. Children learn and develop: 
cognitive skills – like math and problem solving in a pretend grocery store 
physical abilities – like balancing blocks and running on the playground 
new vocabulary – like the words they need to play with toy dinosaurs 
social skills – like playing together in a pretend car wash 
literacy skills – like creating a menu for a pretend restaurant 
 
2. Play is healthy. 
Play helps children grow strong and healthy. It also counteracts obesity issues facing many children today. 
 
3. Play reduces stress. 
Play helps your children grow emotionally. It is joyful and provides an outlet for anxiety and stress. 
 
4. Play is more than meets the eye. 
Play is simple and complex. There are many types of play: symbolic, sociodramatic, functional, and games 
with rules-–to name just a few. Researchers study play’s many aspects: how children learn through play, 
how outdoor play impacts children’s health, the effects of screen time on play, to the need for recess in the 
school day. 
 
5. Make time for play. 
As parents, you are the biggest supporters of your children’s learning. You can make sure they have as 
much time to play as possible during the day to promote cognitive, language, physical, social, and 

emotional development. 
 
6. Play and learning go hand-in-hand. 
They are not separate activities. They are intertwined. Think about them as a science lecture with a lab. 
Play is the child’s lab. 

7. Play outside. 
Remember your own outdoor experiences of building forts, playing on the beach, sledding in the winter, or 
playing with other children in the neighborhood. Make sure your children create outdoor memories too. 

8. There’s a lot to learn about play. 
There’s a lot written on children and play. Here are some NAEYC articles and books about play. David 
Elkind’s The Power of Play (Da Capo, 2007 reprint) is also a great resource. 

9. Trust your own playful instincts. 
Remember as a child how play just came naturally? Give your children time for play and see all that they 
are capable of when given the opportunity. 

10. Play is a child’s context for learning. 
Children practice and reinforce their learning in multiple areas during play. It gives them a place and a time 
for learning that cannot be achieved through completing a worksheet. For example, in playing restaurant, 
children write and draw menus, set prices, take orders, and make out checks. Play provides rich learning 
opportunities and leads to children’s success and self-esteem. 
 
Written By: Laurel Bongiorno 
 

https://www.naeyc.org/play
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 TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES  
 

 Revised May 2017  
 

SUMMARY OF LICENSING REQUIREMENTS FOR GROUP CHILD CARE HOMES 
This summary is intended as a guide for parents of children in group child care homes. It outlines some 
of the requirements child care agencies must meet in order to be licensed. The purpose of licensing 
is to protect your child. The Department of Human Services is legally responsible for licensing group 
child care homes with 8 or more children. Questions about these requirements or concerns about a 
home’s compliance should be referred to the local DHS office. You may ask your child care agency to 
see the complete set of group home rules or you can access the rules through the Department's 
website at: http://tn.gov/humanservices/topic/child-care-services.  

Ownership and Administration 

 Children in child care shall be at least six weeks old.  

 This summary shall be given to parent(s) of each child enrolled.  

 Specific policies are required to be in written form.  

 A policy statement signed by caregiver and parent shall be on file.  

 Parents shall be permitted access to their children and shall be informed in advance of 
removal from premises.  

 The following records shall be kept:  

 Three recommendations for each caregiver.  

 Adult health records.  

 Child health records.  

 Daily attendance records.  

 Children’s records containing identifying and emergency information and a parent caregiver 
communication plan.  

 A child’s and family privacy and confidentiality shall be protected.  

 A current license shall be posted conspicuously.  

 All agencies will undergo an evaluation prior to the expiration of their license and be required 
to post a report card that outlines the results of the evaluation.  

 General liability and medical payment insurance coverage is required on the operations of 
the facility.  

 Written documentation that the parent performed an on-site visit to the agency to review the 
agency’s facility and child care policies & practices prior to enrolling the child (not required 
for children of homeless families).  

 Children who are homeless or in state custody may receive care for up to thirty (30) days 
without documentation of immunizations.  

 Written expulsion policy clearly shared with parents and staff.  
 
Staff  

 Any person identified as perpetrator of abuse shall not have contact with children in the 
home.  

 Substitutes providing services for 36 or more hours in a calendar year must have a physical 
and a criminal background check.  

 Criminal background checks are required (at least every five years) for employees who have 
contact with children and anyone 15 or older who lives in the home.  

 All caregivers shall be trained in child abuse detection/prevention.  

 Pre-service training for all staff prior to assuming duties.  
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 Ongoing training required in ten (10) specific health and safety topics.  

 The primary caregiver shall:  

 Be 18 or older.  

 Be able to read and write English.  

 Have earned a high school diploma or GED.  

 Complete pre-service and 8 hours of in-service training.  

 Not be employed at any other occupation during child care hours.  

 An adult shall be present and supervision at all times.  

 Volunteers shall not be used to meet classroom adult/child ratios.  

 The total number of children shall not exceed 15.  

 If 4 or more infants/toddlers are enrolled, they shall have their own space and their own 
caregiver for their safety and security and for infection control.  

 See ratio chart on the last page.  
 
Equipment  

 Equipment shall be well made and safe.  

 There shall be equipment appropriate for:  

 Children enrolled.  

 Activities listed under Program.  

 Outdoor equipment shall be:  

 Placed to avoid accidents.  

 Securely anchored.  

 Placed over resilient surfaces.  

 At least 6 feet away from retainer structures.  
 

Program  

 The daily program shall include some of the following:  

 Reading to and talking with children.  

 Art, music, and dramatic play.  

 Age-appropriate participation in home-type activities.  

 The daily schedule shall be posted.  

 Children shall be allowed to choose some of their own activities; others shall be planned by 
the caregiver.  

 Children shall not be confined to one room.  

 TV/videos shall be limited to 2 hours per day and to children’s shows. Other options shall be 
available.  

 All children shall play outside daily except in extremely bad weather.  

 Discipline shall be:  

 Reasonable and it terms of the child’s understanding.  

 Positive and encouraging of good behavior.  

 Discipline shall not be:  

 Shaming, humiliating, frightening, or injurious.  

 Related to food, rest, toilet training, or physical punishment.  
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 Preschool children shall have a reclining rest period, according to individual needs.  

 School-age children shall be allowed to nap but not forced to do so.  

 Children under 15 months and unable to walk shall have their own crib or playpen for 
napping; sleeping infants shall be checked every 30 minutes.  

 Older children shall have something soft and at least two inches thick to sleep on.  

 All children shall have their own clean sheet and coverlet.  

 Children shall be allowed to get up after a reasonable rest period.  

 Toilet training shall not be started until the child:  

 Has been in the child care home long enough to feel comfortable.  

 Is able to understand, to do what is asked, and to let his/her need to use the bathroom be 
known.  

 Children shall not be made to sit on the potty more than 5 minutes.  

 Children shall be diapered or cleaned when needed.  

 For ages three through school-age instruction in personal safety must be offered annually.  

 The facility is required to notify parents regarding the personal safety curriculum that is being 
used.  

 

Health & Safety  

 Children shall be age-appropriately immunized before admittance to child care.  

 If immunizations are not current or continued, the child will not be allowed to remain in child 
care.  

 Records of children with disabilities shall contain a physician’s statement identifying the 
condition and giving special instructions for that child’s care.  

 Children under 31 months shall have a physical examination prior to admission to child care.  

 Immunization records shall be on file in the child care home.  

 Accidents and injuries shall be recorded.  

 Parents and the local health department shall be notified of outbreaks of communicable 
diseases.  

 Medications and drugs shall not be administered without parental instructions and shall be 
charted as given, and containers shall be labeled and stored properly.  

 Caregivers have physical examination before beginning work.  

 An updated statement of caregivers’ physical health shall be obtained every third year.  

 A statement of caregivers’ mental or emotional health may be required when deemed 
necessary by the Department.  

 Caregivers shall not smoke while physically interacting with children; parents shall be 
informed of smoking in the home.  

 Caregivers shall use prescribed infection control methods.  

 The primary caregiver shall have pediatric CPR and first aid training.  

 Home shall have a working telephone.  

 A child sexual abuse prevention program shall be presented to children ages 3 and above.  

 Suspected abuse/neglect shall be reported immediately.  

 Primary caregivers shall be prepared for disasters.  

 Firearms and other deadly weapons or tools shall be made inaccessible to children.  

 Swimming pools must comply with environmental sanitation regulations and wading pools 
must be approved by the environmentalist.  

 Pets and children shall not be together on a regular basis.  
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Transportation  

 When transportation is provided:  

 The driver shall be licensed.  

 General liability and medical payment insurance coverage required for injuries of children 
being transported.  

 Driver must submit to drug screening.  

 Children shall not be left alone in the vehicle.  

 Staff shall use passenger log to take roll during transportation.  

 Passenger log shall be reconciled with attendance records.  

 Driver or caregiver shall conduct physical walk through and inspection of vehicle after 
unloading the last child.  

 Additional staff person shall also verify the reconciled log and conduct physical walk through 
and inspection.  

 There shall be a plan for emergency transportation.  

 Children under four years of age shall be fastened in individual seat belts.  

 Children are not allowed to ride in the floor.  

 Firearms shall not be stored in the vehicle.  
 
Food  

 Prescribed food patterns shall be followed so that children receive adequate nourishment.  

 Infant diets and other special diets shall be prepared as prescribed by the physician.  

 Weekly menus shall be posted.  

 These hygiene practices shall be followed:  

o Adults and children shall wash their hands before handling food.  

o High chairs, tables, and floors under them shall be clean.  

o Napkins, forks, or spoons shall be provided.  

Infants:  

 Bottles shall not be propped or given to children who are lying flat.  

 Children able to sit in a high chair shall be allowed to feed themselves at least a part of the 
meal.  

 Formula and food from home shall be labeled with the child’s name and placed in the 
refrigerator.  

 Previously opened baby food jars shall not be used.  

 Solid foods shall not be given in bottles or infant feeders.  

 Weaning shall be started only after communication with parent.  

 Servings shall be adequate to meet children’s needs.  

 Food, including dessert, shall not be forced or withheld.  
 
Physical Facilities  

 New or remodeled group child care homes shall be approved by a state fire safety inspector 
and by an environmentalist prior to opening.  

 All group child care homes shall be inspected and approved annually.  

 Facility shall have at least 30 square feet of usable play space per child.  

 There shall be two exits, other than from the kitchen.  
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 The home shall not share a building used for other purposes which would be hazardous to 
children or limit outdoor play.  

 The outdoor play area shall contain 50 square feet per child.  

 Diapering areas shall be as close to a sink as possible, but not in the kitchen.  

 All areas of the premises shall be well maintained, non-hazardous, and free of animal waste.  
 
Care of Children with Disabilities  

 In addition to the preceding standards, if children with disabilities are cared for, the following 
requirements shall be met. These requirements apply to staffing, grouping, equipment, 
program, health, food, and physical facilities.  

 Children enrolled in a child care home shall receive the same care and participate in the 
same program activities as their peers with adaptations to enable them to participate.  

 Adaptations to the environment shall be directed toward normalizing the lifestyle of the child 
with a disability by helping him/her become independent and develop self-help skills.  

 Efforts to provide specialized services (e.g. speech/hearing therapy, physical therapy, 
psychological evaluation, or services for the mentally retarded) shall be documented in the 
child’s record. Any information exchange regarding these services shall also be 
documented.  

 The home shall have individualized evacuation plans for disabled children and shall be 
practiced monthly. 

 

Ratio Chart: 
Caregivers 
Required*  

Maximum Number of Children & Ages**  

1  Maximum of 15 present and no child present is under three (3) years of age  
2  Maximum of 15 present and at least one (1) child up to a maximum of nine (9) 

children present are under three (3) years of age, but no more than four (4) 
present are under two (2) years of age. ***  

3  Maximum of 15 if ten (10) or more are under three (3) years of age.***  
*If any child’s physical or mental condition requires special care, if children under 9 living in the 
home increases the group size, or when a field trip is taken off premises, the number of caregivers 
required shall be increased by one.  
**Before 8 or more children are enrolled, the facility shall be approved by a fire safety inspector 
and by an environmentalist.  
***If over 12 children are enrolled, the additional children shall be of school age and a school age 
program shall be provided.  
.  

A wealth of child care information can be found on the Department’s website. 
You can: 
• Learn more about the rules 
• Learn more about the types of regulated care 
• Locate a child care provider 
• Learn more about the Report Card and Star Quality Program 
• Locate the local child care licensing office 
• Review the current personal safety curriculum 
• View recent correspondence to providers 
• Read about new initiatives 
• Locate the nearest child care certificate office 
• Find info on choosing child care 
• Locate a resource and referral center 
And much more! 
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Child Care Center Rules 
The full set of the official child care center rules can be found on the Secretary of State’s Web 
Site: http://state.tn.us/sos/rules/1240/1240-04/1240-04.htm 
________________________________________________ 
Report Card & Star Quality Program http://tnstarquality.org 
________________________________________________ 
Child Care Resource & Referral Centers 
Currently, there are eleven CCR&R centers located throughout the state. The centers help 
parents find the type of care that is best for their child or children. These community resources 
also give providers technical assistance to better serve the children in their care. Contact 
information for the CCR&R centers can be found on the Child Care Services web page. 
________________________________________________ 
Child Care Resource & Referral – Complaint Hotline 
NASHVILLE AREA: 615-313-4820 
LONG DISTANCE: 1-800-462-8261 
If you have a concern about an existing child care agency or wish to report an illegal operation 
you can call the Department’s complaint hotline. 
________________________________________________ 
Department of Children’s Services Report Child Abuse or Neglect Hotline 
1-877-237-0004 
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Chattanooga Head Start/Early Head Start Program Hours 2021-2022 School Year 

HS = Head Start Pre-K = HS/HCDE Collaboration Pre-K Classroom EHS = Early Head Start CCP=Early Head Start Expansion 
 

 HEAD START SITES – 8 Weeks – 35 Months on August 15th 

 

Center Address Phone Number Hours 
Avondale  
 

2302 Ocoee Street 
Chattanooga, TN 37406 

423-643-6533/6503 8:15 – 2:00 

CCN - Redlands 
 

4650 Redlands Dr. 
Chattanooga, TN 37406 

423-643-6648(EHS Regina Bradford) 

423-855-5697 (Redlands Office) 
8:3 0 – 1:00 

Wrap Around 
7:30 – 5:00 

Chambliss Center for 
Children 
 

315 Gillespie Rd 
Chattanooga, TN 37411 

423-643-6648 (EHS-Regina Bradford) 
 

8:30 – 1:00 
Wrap Around 
6:30 – 5:30 

Children’s Academy of 
Early Learning  
 

1800 S. Greenwood Ave. 
Chattanooga, TN 37404 

423-643-6648 (EHS-Regina Bradford) 
423-493-0771 (CAEL Office) 

8:30 – 1:00 
Wrap Around 
7:00 – 5:00 

Cedar Hill 
 

4701 Divine Ave. 
Chattanooga, TN 37407 

423-643-664-/6648 8:15 – 2:00 

Daisy 
 

9531 Ridge Trail Road 
Soddy Daisy, TN 37379 

423-643-6473/6460/6462 8:15 – 2:00 

Maurice Kirby Child Care 
Center 

 

2600 S. Market Street 
Chattanooga, TN 37408 

423-643-6462 (HS-Len Karl) 

423-643-6673 (EHS –Lisa Gordon 

423-266-1802 (MK Office) 

8:00 –12:30 
Wrap Around 
7:00 – 5:00 

Signal Center 
 

109 N. Germantown Rd 
Chattanooga, TN 37411 

423-642- 6648(EHS-Regina Bradford) 

423-698-8528 (Signal Office) 
9:00 – 3:00 

Wrap Around 
8:30 – 4:30 

Youth and Family 
Development 
Young/Older Toddlers 

501 W. 12th Street 
Chattanooga, TN 37402 

423-643-6413 
423-643-6411(HS-Rose Fennell) 
423-643-6462 (HS-Len Karl) 

8:15 – 2:00 

 

Pre-K Collaboration Sites – Child Must be 4 on August 15th 
 

CENTER  ADDRESS  PHONE NUMBER  HOURS  
Avondale  
 

2302 Ocoee Street 
Chattanooga, TN 37406 

423-643-6533/6503 8:00 – 2:30 

Cedar Hill 
 

4701 Divine Ave. 
Chattanooga, TN 37407 

423-643-664-/6648 8:00 – 3:00 

East Brainerd Elementary 7660 Goodwind Rd. 
Chattanooga, TN 37421 

423-643-6503 (EHS-Marva Vance) 
423-855-2600 (E. Brainerd Office) 
 

8:30- -3:30 

East Ridge Elementary 1014 John Ross Rd. 
Chattanooga, TN 37412 

423-643-6462 (HS-Len Karl) 

423-643-6412 (HS Gina Ortiz) 

423-266-4341 (Newton Office 

7:45 – 2:45 

Middle Valley Elementary 1609 Thrasher Pike 
Hixson, TN. 34343 

423-643-/6460/6462 (Len Karl) 
423-843-0385 (M.V. Office) 

8:00 -  3:00 

Orchard Knob Elementary 400 Orchard Knob Ave. 
Chattanooga, TN 37404 

423-643-6503 (EHS-Marva Vance) 
423-493-0385 (O.K. Elementary) 

8:00 - 3:00 

Woodmore Elementary 800 Woodmore Lane 
Chattanooga, TN, 37411 

423-643-6648 (EHS-Regina Bradford) 
423-493-0394 (Woodmore Elem.) 

8:00 -  3:00 
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Chattanooga Head Start/Early Head Start Program Hours 2021-2022 School Year 

HS = Head Start Pre-K = HS/HCDE Collaboration Pre-K Classroom EHS = Early Head Start CCP=Early Head Start Expansion 
 

EARLY HEAD START SITES – 8 Weeks – 35 Months on August 15th 

 

CENTER  ADDRESS  PHONE NUMBER  HOURS  
Avondale  
Young & Older Toddler  

2302 Ocoee Street  
Chattanooga, TN 37406  

423-643-6533/6503  8:00 – 2:30 

CCN 135 – Hamill  
Young & Older Toddlers  

1818-C Hamill Road  
Hixson, TN 37343  

423-643-6503 (EHS-Marva Vance)  
423-877-4135 (Hamill Office)  

8:00 – 2:00 

Children’s Academy of Early 
Learning  
Young & Older Toddlers  

1800 S. Greenwood Ave.  
Chattanooga, TN 37404  

423-643-6648 (EHS-Regina 
Bradford)  
423-493-0771 (CAEL Office)  

8:00 – 2:00 
Wrap Around 
7:00 – 5:00 

Cedar Hill 
Young and Older Toddlers 

4701 Divine Ave. 
Chattanooga, TN 37407 

423-643-664-/6648 8:00 – 2:30 

Daisy 
Young/Older Toddlers 

9531 Ridge Trail Road 
Soddy Daisy, TN 37379 

423-643-6473/6460/6462 8:00 – 2:30 

Hope City Academy 7 N. Tuxedo Ave. Ave. 
Chattanooga, TN 37411 

423-6436503 (Marva Vance) 
(423) 781-0900 (Hope City Office) 

8:30 – 2:30 
Wrap Around 
6:30 – 5:30 

Signal Center 
Infants/Young & Older Toddlers 

109 N. Germantown Rd 
Chattanooga, TN 37411 

423-642- 6648(EHS-Regina Bradford) 

423-698-8528 (Signal Office) 
9:00 – 3:00 

Wrap Around 
8:30 – 4:30 

Volunteer Community School 
Young/Older Toddlers 

506 Spears Ave. 
Chattanooga, TN 37405 

423-643-6462 (EHS-Len Karl) 
423-267-5800 (Volunteer Office) 

8:00 – 2:00 
Wrap Around 
6:30 – 5:30 

Youth and Family Development 
Young/Older Toddlers 

501 W. 12th Street 
Chattanooga, TN 37402 

423-643-6413  
423-643-6411(HS-Rose Fennell)  
423-643-6462 (HS-Len Karl) 

8:15 – 2:45 

 

CCP-Early Head Start Expansion Sites–8 Weeks-35 Months on August 15 
 

CENTER  ADDRESS  PHONE NUMBER  HOURS  
CCN - Redlands 
Young & Older Toddler  

4650 Redlands Dr. 
Chattanooga, TN 37406  

423-643-6648(EHS Regina Bradford) 

423-855-5697 (Redlands Office) 
8:00 – 2:00 

Wrap Around 
7:30 – 5:00 

Chambliss Center for Children 
Young & Older Toddlers  

315 Gillespie Rd 
Chattanooga, TN 37411 

423-643-6648 (EHS-Regina Bradford)  
 

8:00 – 2:00 
Wrap Around 
6:30 – 5:30 

Maurice Kirby Child Care Center 

Young & Older Toddlers  
2600 S. Market Street  
Chattanooga, TN 37408  

423-643-6462 (HS-Len Karl)  

423-643-6673 (EHS –Lisa Gordon 

423-266-1802 (MK Office)  

8:00 – 2:00 
Wrap Around 
7:00 – 5:00 

Newton Child Care Center 
Infants/Young & Older Toddlers 

1301 Grove St. Ct. 
Chattanooga, TN 37402 

423-643-6462 (HS-Len Karl) 

423-643-6412 (HS Gina Ortiz) 

423-266-4341 (Newton Office 

8:00 – 2:00 
Wrap Around 
7:00 – 5:00 

Signal Center 
Infants/Young & Older Toddlers 

109 N. Germantown Rd 
Chattanooga, TN 37411 

423-642- 6648(EHS-Regina Bradford) 

423-698-8528 (Signal Office) 
9:00 – 3:00 

Wrap Around 
8:30 – 4:30 

 
  

https://www.myhcchurch.org/contact

